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David Savageau : Retirement Places Rated  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Retirement Places Rated: 

90 of 90 people found the following review helpful. Retirement Places Rated Provides ReferenceBy Quilter 
CherylWhile I have some reservations about the relative "weights" provided to some of the information groups, this is 
a good reference with which to compare information among cities and regions. Contrasting the climate or economic 
strengths of different locations is relatively easy using this book.Each section of this reference guide has a scoring 
system which eventually corresponds to a scale of 100. In this way, the author attempts to compare and contrast 
disparate issues, such as cost of living, services and crime. But while the detail is "good", the accumulation of scores 
to arrive at a final ranking of all locations lacks some merit. High cost of living cities still have very high overall ranks 
because of arbitrary "high" scores for subjective items such as ambience. Also crime rates tend to be of limited value 
because some locations under report actual crime statistics.Overall, I would recommend this guide as a starting point 
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for those considering relocation when retiring. While it may not answer all questions, which the author admits, it does 
give the reader a place to start when compiling their own list for what they are looking for in a retirement setting.82 of 
82 people found the following review helpful. One of the best comparision booksBy Margaret W. LammThis book is 
very good if you are looking to retire or locate somewhere else, plus it gives you a lot of good information on your 
locate area and state. Very well written, however I think in some cases the tax information is incorrect. In Maryland 
the piggy back tax is not calculated and this makes the state income taxes look lower. Weather information, crime, 
health and cost of living were very interesting, and comparing areas of states or state to state was easy.3 of 3 people 
found the following review helpful. This book offers much more than it's title!By KarenAn oldie but goodie. I love the 
survey of what is most important to you as it helps to narrow down places of interest. I also appreciate the statistics 
about how most people do not leave the areas where they have spent the majority of their lives. I always thought I 
would move away the instant I could but have decided to keep my home for now - which is in a difficult real estate 
market to break into - and spend my initial retirement exploring other places I have always longed for. If I find 
something better, maybe I will move but this book, with so much great information, made me re-think a decades-old 
plan - before it was too late.

A revised and expanded edition ranks and compares more than two hundred top retirement areas according to costs of 
living, housing, climate, personal safety, services, employment opportunities, and leisure activities, and guides in 
choosing the best location for one's lifestyle.

". . . youll find a number of books that rate and rank places as regions or communities. However, for [retirement], the 
most complete is from the famous wanderer, David Savageau.--Richard Bolles and John Nelson, What Color is Your 
Parachute? For Retirement (2007) "When I came across Savageaus book, I was awed by the extraordinary amount of 
research that went into its creation. As a reporter who has spent his life gathering information, I could appreciate the 
effort involved." --Stan Hinden, How to Retire Happy (2006) " . . . the lowdown on terrific, affordable places to spend 
your retirement."--Jordan Goodman, Everyones Money Book on Retirement Planning (2002) "The great resource not 
only explains the most important retirement location considerations, but it rates big and small towns on key 
components. Savageaus new book is the best in its field."--Robert J. Bruss, Tribune Media Services, August 1999From 
the Back CoverThe best source for selecting an ideal location for your retirement or second home Profiles of 203 
retirement areas in more than 40 states In this completely revised and updated edition, the top retirement areas are 
ranked and rated by six essential criteria to help you make the right choices for your lifestyle: The best places to enjoy 
the performing arts and the outdoors The most reasonably priced places to live The most stable and comfortable 
climates The safest and most crime-free areas The best in health care, public library access, continuing education, and 
other services The best opportunities for employment and affordable housing Only in Retirement Places Rated: A 
personalized quiz to help you determine the factors that are most important to you Additional resources you can 
contact to make the most informed choices, from newspapers to tax commissions About the AuthorDavid Savageau is 
the author of the best-selling Places Rated Almanac. Since 1982, he has traveled throughout the country visiting 
locations that attract older adults. He lives in Washington, D.C., and is a featured speaker at the U.S. Department of 
States quarterly seminars on retirement. 


