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Elaine Cotsirilos Thomopoulos : Resorts of Berrien County (MI) (Images of America)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Resorts of Berrien County (MI) (Images of 
America): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Excellent photo historyBy Murray SperberThis is another good book 
in the Arcadia series of local history books. If you are interested in the history of the resorts along the Lake Michigan 
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shore in Michigan, this book will show and tell you many fascinating things. A job well done.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Berrien HistoryBy Chriss LyonElaine took an interesting look at resorts in Berrien County 
and found some great photographs from various sources. Many of the resorts were from various cultural groups and it 
was interesting to see the mix of ethnic groups within the county early on. Her captions explained the photographs 
well and felt she did a great job with covering a topic few know about in the area.

For over 125 years, Berrien County has beckoned visitors with its magnificent beaches, attractions, and events. During 
the early 20th century, some visitors to southwestern Michigan were upper-class industrialists, while others were 
working-class families belonging to close-knit ethnic communities. As the area developed into a resort haven, 
elaborate mansions shared the beach with the cottages of Irish, Czech, Swedish, Jewish, Greek, Lithuanian, Polish, 
Italian, and African-American communities. This book chronicles the early history of Berrien Countys resort 
culturefrom the twinkling amusement parks of Silver Beach and the House of David and the marathon dances at 
Shadowland Pavilion to the mineral baths at the Whitcomb Hotel and the fruit orchards found throughout the Heart of 
the Fruit Belt.
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