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Judith Paine McBrien : Pocket Guide to Los Angeles Architecture (Norton Pocket Guides)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Pocket Guide to Los Angeles Architecture 
(Norton Pocket Guides): 

9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Interesting guide with some nice illustrationsBy UrsiformI ordered 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0393731901


this book because I saw it in a bookstore and liked the illustrations. (I enjoy architectural illustration.) As a guide it's 
rather thin for a subject the size of Los Angles, covering exactly 100 sites. Each is accompanied by a good illustration 
and about half a page of decent prose history and description. The book is divided into five sections, three "Downtown 
Tours" and two "Sidetrips" of much larger areas, the first covering west of downtown to about La Cienega, and the 
second continuing west to the ocean. The book is very much about Los Angeles in this swath, although it does include 
one site in West Hollywood and six in Beverly Hills. Don't expect anything north or south in LA (such as in the San 
Fernando Valley or the harbor area) or in surrounding cities such as Pasadena, Long Beach, or Santa Monica. If you 
collect books on Los Angeles architecture and architectural illustration you might enjoy this book. If you just want to 
look around downtown or maybe drive from there to the ocean you might find this a useful guide. But if you really 
want a guide to architecture of the LA area consider a more expansive and comprehensive guide like "An Architectural 
Guidebook to Los Angeles" by Robert Winter and (the, sadly, late) David Gebhard.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. A must have guide to LA architectureBy John H. StassenThis is a marvelous book. I highly 
recommend it to everyone interested in the architecture of Los Angeles. I keep two copies. One in my car and one in 
my apartment. Brava to Judith McBrien.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Kindle 
CustomerA great guide to see the architecture of the city

This guidebook organizes 100 architectural highlights into three walkable downtown tours and two side trips. 
Sprawling Los Angeles may never be considered a walking city, but this concise handbook organizes one hundred 
must-see architectural highlights into three downtown walkable tours and two delightful side trips. It covers such 
classic sights as Graumans Chinese Theatre and the Griffith Observatory; modernist landmarks such as the Schindler 
House; creative reuses such as the hip Standard Hotel, once the Superior Oil Building; and the latest new public and 
cultural buildings, including Frank Gehrys Walt Disney Hall and Richard Meiers Getty Center. Each entry summarizes 
the structures history and significance and is illustrated with original drawings that capture the essence of the place. 
150 line drawings

[O]utshines its competition. - Christian Science MonitorAbout the AuthorArchitectural historian Judith Paine 
McBrien, author of the best-selling Pocket Guide to Chicago Architecture, directs the Archimedia Workshop, which 
produces films and media about architecture, development, and urban design. She is the recipient of the Society of 
Architectural Historians 2013 Award for Excellence in Architectural Media for a lifetime of documentary and 
interpretive filmmaking, including her PBS film, Make No Little Plans: Daniel Burnham and the American City. She 
lives in Wilmette, Illinois.John F. DeSalvo, illustrator of the Pocket Guides, is a registered architect. He previously 
worked in Berlin with Foster Partners and Murphy/Jahn. Now based in Chicago, he is a practicing architect and 
teaches architectural design at the Illinois Institute of Technology. 


