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Charles P. Wohlforth : Frommer's Alaska 2009 (Frommer's Complete Guides)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Frommer's Alaska 2009 (Frommer's Complete 
Guides): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Must for Visiting Alaska!By Thelma HarperThis book was spot 
on for everything we wanted to do on our vacation to Alaska. We chose not to take a cruise, but rather rent a car and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0470289740


explore on our own with Anchorage as our "base camp." The Frommers information on dining, activities and tours 
was invaluable. We had a wonderful vacation and found so many lovely things to do thanks to this little guide.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. VERY COMPLETE AND INFORMATIVEBy chinbreadBefore I read this 
book, i had no clue on what Alaska had to offer. I thought an Alaskan Cruise would be "seeing" Alaska. This has been 
a great asset in planning a land based vacation and we know we will only be scratching the surface.well worth it if you 
are planning a visit to Alaska.20 of 21 people found the following review helpful. An Alaskan PerspectiveBy Bob 
KaufmanAs someone who lives in Alaska, operates a popular Alaska travel website (Alaska.org), and helps people 
plan custom Alaska vacations, I can confidently say this is the most useful general guidebook to our state. It's more 
comprehensive, more readable, and more detailed than other Alaska guidebooks.I think this is mostly because Charles 
lives in Alaska and updates the book each year. Most travel publishers update their books every couple years and use 
writers who live in New York or somewhere else. As a result, this book offers details and specifics you learn only by 
actually doing what you write about--and these are the very details you need to plan your Alaska trip. For example, 
when writing about halibut fishing in Homer, he mentions the possibility of seasickness. When writing about other 
activities, he tells you what to bring and wear. Prices and schedules are exact.Alaska is a complex and unfamiliar 
destination. Most people don't know where to start when planning a trip. Unfortunately, that's why so many people 
take a cruise when they might have enjoyed a land tour more--if they only knew how to plan it. That's where the 
"Planning A Trip" section comes in. It discusses the various travel styles and trip types possible in Alaska and why 
you would choose one over another.It contains the kind of insight and authority that come from really knowing a 
destination. Charles writes, for example, "Studies by Alaska tourism experts have found that many people choose 
escorted packages to avoid risks that don't really exist." Or, "It's also possible for an independent traveler to obtain 
some of the predictability a package tour provides. You can reserve accommodations and activities and control your 
expenses by using a good travel agent experienced in Alaska travel." This is the type of authoritative, insider advice 
you need to plan a successful Alaska vacation.This book seems to improve each year--I think because the author 
maintains a website for reader questions and incorporates the answers into subsequent editions. For example, the book 
has a section on Suggested Itineraries for trips of different lengths, for family trips, for winter trips, etc.. Itineraries are 
hugely helpful, because even if you know where you want to go and what you want to see in Alaska, it's sometimes 
really hard to figure out how long to spend in each place and how best to get from one to the next in a state with 
limited transportation infrastructure.In response to reader questions about inaccurate Mapquest information, Charles 
added a driving times table which sets the record straight on how long it takes to travel the various rural Alaska 
highways, how fast you can drive, where the best views are, and where you can get gas. Another really useful section 
is Charles' "Best of Alaska" list. Alaska is so vast, with so many travel options, that this section helps you cut to the 
chase if know your primary interests.Two other things separate this book from others. First, it's written from the 
perspective of someone who seeks out unique and different Alaska travel experiences. Charles writes, "The mistake 
some people make is to focus only on the largest and most famous destinations." Accordingly, he gives quick coverage 
to the big attractions you can learn about online or anywhere else and instead gives more coverage to unusual, off-the-
beaten finds. Examples include describing a hike near Seward to an old military fort where you can explore 
underground with flashlights, or explaining how to hook up with a local guide on in Barrow to go polar bear viewing 
on a Humvee. You won't get these ideas from other guidebooks--and they'll probably end up being your most 
memorable Alaska travel experiences.The other thing that differentiates this book is how readable it is. Unlike most 
travel writers, Charles is a serious author with other non-fiction, non-travel titles to his name. His literary writing style 
is interesting and fun to read.I don't really have any criticisms of the book. In fact, if the truth be told, it was Charles' 
authoritative, honest approach that inspired me when I wrote my own Alaska.org travel planning website. Even today, 
we keep a copy in our Anchorage travel agency call center for our agents to refer to when helping visitors plan trips to 
remote parts of the state the agent may not have personally visited.

Americas #1 bestselling travel series Written by more than 175 outspoken travelers around the globe, Frommers 
Complete Guides help travelers experience places the way locals do. More annually updated guides than any other 
series 16-page color section and foldout map in all annual guides Outspoken opinions, exact prices, and suggested 
itineraries Dozens of detailed maps in an easy-to-read, two-color design 

From the Back CoverFrommer's. The best trips start here. Experience a place the way the locals do. Enjoy the best it 
has to offer. Insider advice on enjoying the great Alaskan wilderness, from whale-watching and kayaking to fishing for 
Alaskan salmon. Outspoken opinions on what's worth your time and what's not. Exact prices, so you can plan the 
perfect trip whatever your budget. Off-the-beaten-path experiences and undiscovered gems, plus new takes on top 
attractions. Find great deals and book your trip at Frommers.com 


