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James E. Bruseth, Toni S. Turner : From a Watery Grave: The Discovery and Excavation of La Salle's 
Shipwreck, La Belle  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
From a Watery Grave: The Discovery and Excavation of La Salle's Shipwreck, La Belle: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great bookBy Stan ClementsThis is a wonderful book. It is very 
well written and the illustrations are fantastic. I have long been intrigued by the story of La Belle. This book brought 
the story of LaSalle's expedition and the discovery and excavation of the La Belle to life for me. Although it is 
obviously non-fiction, it captivates your interest as few non-fiction books do. Once you start it, it is very hard to put 
down.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Awesome book! As a La Salle history buffBy Erik 
ThorsenAwesome book! As a La Salle history buff, I enjoy reading everything I can about the French explorer. This 
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book does a fantastic job of detailing how one of La Salle's lost ships was recovered, and helps provide details of his 
last ill-fated venture. It's simply amazing how the ship was recovered and preserved. Highly recommended.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Really enjoyed this one as a precursor to viewing the reconstruction ...By 
HarleymanWell written book. Just enough detail about the entire process of locating the ship, the excavation and 
eventual cataloging of all the materials found in and around the vessel. Really enjoyed this one as a precursor to 
viewing the reconstruction efforts at the Bullock Texas State History Museum in Austin, TX. Very informative !!

On a frigid, stormy day in February of 1686, a small French sailing ship lost control and ran aground in Matagorda 
Bay. More than 300 years later, Texas Historical Commission archeologists discovered La Belle's resting place. This 
title tells a tale of nautical adventure in the seventeenth century.

"From a Watery Grave: Discovery and Excavation of La Salle's Shipwreck, La Belle is a book that professional and 
avocational archeologists and historians alike will find delightful . . . From a Watery Grave: Discovery and Excavation 
of La Salle's Shipwreck, La Belle is a fun read for a wide range of the public interested in history, archeology, or just 
an exciting story." -- The Kansas Anthropologist, December 2005About the AuthorJAMES E. BRUSETH is director 
of the archeology division at the Texas Historical Commission, which sponsored the excavation of La Belle. Bruseth 
directed the excavation and serves as the project's principal investigator. TONI S. TURNER is a freelance writer and 
fundraiser who assisted in many aspects of the recovery of the shipwreck. Both authors live in Austin. 


