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Sam Cook : Friendship Fires  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Friendship Fires: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great findBy Fish Man CoopSecond Sam Cook book I have 
purchased. Love his writing!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. great bookBy DonaldoExcellent book; 
quickly delivered0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Friendship FiresBy Patricia M. MarschallMy 
husband loves the outdoors as our children did while growing up. Our son still enjoys being outdoors - camping, 
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fishing, hunting. This is a great book for people who enjoy these activities. Sam Cook is an excellent writer.

Sam Cook's writing has brought readers home to the north country for almost two decades. Gather around Friendship 
Fires and cover new ground with visits to the region's vast prairies, towering forests and shimmering water retreats. 
Friendship Fires lives up to its name by sparking the memories shared by anyone who's dusted off a canoe at the first 
break of ice in spring or savored autumn's fading sun in late November. Sam's stories, both touching and hilarious, 
offer a new perspective on how the outdoors rekindles the wilderness spirit when we build our own friendship fires.

Cook writes so well that his text reads effortlessly. His descriptions are striking without being self-conscious or showy 
. . . In his writing, Cook passionately evokes the feelings that come from contact with wild palces and wild creatures. 
He creates in us a longing for the seasons-all the seasons, not just summer, but all the seasons of the north. -- Gail 
Nord Paulson, Duluth News-TribuneAbout the AuthorSam Cook, award-winning author and columnist, has gained 
renown for his witty and heartfelt descriptions of life in the north country. Born and raised in Kansas, Sam moved to 
Minnesota in 1976 and soon thereafter became the outdoor writer for the Duluth News-Tribune. Since then, Sam's 
readers have savored his poignant observations of life throughout the seasons. When not hunting, fishing, camping, 
canoeing, or hiking, he pursues an arduous life of research around a campfire. Sam lives in Duluth with his wife and 
two children.Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.I went to the woods because I needed to be alone 
and to see some white snow . . . I didn't know where I was going to, and it didn't much matter. All I wanted to do was 
walk or shuffle along, let the northwest wind pepper my face, and let my legs get tired. I built a fire on the edge of the 
river, in a splash of sunshine. I have built a hundred little fires like that one. Friendship fires, a friend of mine calls 
them . . . I knew I needed to sit by that fire and smell it and listen to the sounds it made. Now, every time I build a 
friendship fire . . . the memories come flooding back with the first whiff of wood smoke. 


