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Doug Garner : Forest Park Highlands (MO) (Images of America)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Forest Park Highlands (MO) (Images of America): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. For those who grew up going to the Forest park highlands, this book 
will really mean a lotBy Vicki L. McKielMy mom grew up in this area. I have heard her talk about the FP highlands 
since I was a kid. I surprised her with it and this means the world to her. The pictures alone are total nostalgia. If 
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anyone in your family or friend had experiences with this, I think it will have that same meaning. My mom's face 
lights up when she talks about it; this is a coffee table book for her0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
what fun What funBy JTwhat funWhat fun!!!!!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Doug Garner comes 
throughBy Jim AndrewsA lot of us familiar with Doug Garner's expertise have been waiting for years and years for 
him to finally get to do the book he wanted to do on the Highlands. As expected, he's produced a simply terrific photo 
book packed with information and details only he would know and that rarity--captions which go beyond just 
describing the photos to bring them to life and offer rich background information. It's all done with style and verve and 
for dessert he throws in West End Heights, Suburban Garden, Westlake Park and Chain of Rocks Fun Fair. I have 
waited all my life to see photos of Suburban Garden, as I grew up a five minute walk from the place, or what little was 
left of it. Arcadia has come a long way from its early efforts and this book will sell big with anyone who loves St. 
Louis history, amusement parks, roller coasters or quality bookmaking. Congratulations, Doug!

Forest Park Highlands was once St. Louiss largest and best-known amusement park. In its earliest years, the Highlands 
boasted a fine theater and one of the largest public swimming pools in the United States. After the 1904 worlds fair 
closed, several attractions found a new home at the Highlands; the large pagodaa re-creation of the temple of Nekko, 
Japanserved as the parks bandstand for several years. Roller coasters are the lifeline of every good amusement park, 
and the Highlands always had two. The end came for the Highlands in a spectacular fire that decimated almost the 
entire park on July 19, 1963. Only the Comet roller coaster, the Ferris wheel, the Dodgems, the carousel, and the Aero 
Jets survived. Forest Park Highlands covers other historic amusement parks in St. Louis as well, starting with the 
earliest, West End Heights, and ending with Holiday Hill, the last remaining park.

About the AuthorDoug Garners love for amusement parks and roller coasters began as a child 52 years ago. He has 
researched Forest Park Highlands history for more than 30 years and has written articles for Roller Coaster! magazine. 
Garners Web sites have been featured in publications such as St. Louis Magazine and Ocean View Scenes. He lives in 
Washington, D.C., and has been a hairstylist for 30 years. 


