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Clive Scott Chisholm : Following the Wrong God Home: Footloose in an American Dream (Outdoor Lives) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Following the Wrong 
God Home: Footloose in an American Dream (Outdoor Lives): 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0803224311


0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Well written and interestingBy tomThis is a very well written book 
and interesting.8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Well of HopeBy Lewis WilliamsIs the American 
Dream an empty hole(or whole)? Clive Chisholm takes a hard look at that in his trek across the American West, 
following the trail the Mormons blazed in 1847. Those Mormons were seeking their dream, their promised land. 
Chisholm, looking deeply at their experience through their journals, overlaps them with his modern day rediscovery of 
what is left of their trail. In the process, he digs deeply at the Mormon faith, at himself and at all of us, trying to find 
what gives us the courage and the passion to get up each morning and try it all again. The stories of the young brides 
who, far from home, died the horrible death of cholera, and his battles with dysentery and toothache; how they drug all 
their worldly belongings in handcarts, and he a dilapidated hand-golfcart, soon discarded in a highway culvert. Their is 
no shortage of dispair and heartache for either story, yet there is hope. Chisholm fills the pages with his gift of humor, 
and the quirky characters that he collects like mile markers on his road. He masterfully weaves both stories together. 
In the end, he questions what it all meant. Americans, he determines, believe everything works out simply because 
they are Americans. It's not the same experience for the rest of the world but we, as americans, are comprised of the 
peoples of all the world. We inherit a legacy of ancestral dreams. The dream is a lie, but it's the dreaming that counts. 
That's what fills our "common well of human hope." Buy it.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. 
Following the wrong god homeBy William RitchingClive Scott Chisholm recounts his walking retracement of the 
Morman trail across Nebraska and Wyoming to Brigham Young's"Zion",Utah.This book is about 
people,places,perceptions,and the nebulous envisagement of the American Dream.To Chisholm,born into a Morman 
Family and faith,the walk it vividly personal.He weaves parenthetical"Acccording to Hoyle" chronicles of Morman 
history in each chapter.The author crosses the bounds of genre with timely placed sidebars.He touches 
geography,natural history,hydraulics,soil management,native indian movements,railway and highway 
beginnings,politics and a host of others.He describes eating,sleeping and entertainment establishments past and 
present;"watering-holes",museums and libraries with a generous portion of humor.There are no sacred cows,be it 
presidents or prophets.This book just gets better as it goes.Clive Scott Chisholm doesn't disappoint his readers by 
slipping off the rails in the final chapter.He runs strong to the end.The last entry adds a homey"Where are they 
now"(fifteen years later) about many of the people and personalities we meet in the book.End

Clive Scott Chisholm wryly describes himself as a fugitive from the American Dream. A displaced Canadian and a 
legally registered alien, Chisholm set out from his home in upstate New York in 1985 to discover the origins of that 
dream. In Following the Wrong God Home, he recounts his personal odyssey, describing the people he encountered 
and the unforgettable stories they told.

[Chisholms] prose is humorous and filled with sparkling phrases. For all travel collections.Library Journal 


