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Cheryl Wilfong : Following the Nez Perce Trail, 2nd ed: A Guideto the Nee-M e-Poo National Historic Trail
with Eyewitness Accounts before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all
praised Following the Nez Perce Trail, 2nd ed: A Guide to the Nee-Me-Poo National Historic Trail with Eyewitness
Accounts:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great guide to eventsin American history.By Robert St ClaireThisis


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0870711172

agreat guide to the varioius areas where the Nez Perce lived and fought when they fled the reservation in their failed
epic journey to Canada. The book gives a historic view from both sides whenever possible. It has good pictures and
drawings of the participants and of the countryside. The maps are good but in some cases could be better. A great
companion when touring the areas along this historic trail .11 of 13 people found the following review helpful.
absolutely essential, a gift to al researchersBy Dr. KAlas, | have been asked by my publisher to write yet another book
on Chief Joseph. | wish to do it well and respectfully, and, if possible, break alittle new ground. So, | may be one of
ten people on earth who has travelled the Nez Perce trail, both known and unknown, from the Wallowa all the way to
Tonkawa, with requisite sidetrips to Nespelem and various relevant sites. All in all, I've put about 10,000 milesinto
this enterprise. And here's the hard truth: Cheryl Wilfong, whoever sheis -- and God bless her researching soul -- has
made this trip possible. She has broken the route down into three categories -- mainstream traveller, for the pavement
folk; adventurous traveller, for the dirt road folk; and intrepid traveller for the white-knuckle, high center clearance, "
don't need guard rails' folk. I did it mostly on the adventurous/intrepid roads. And | can say, unequivocally, that she
has created awork that will not soon be bettered, and which is absolutely invaluable for any Nez Perce afficianado,
from the casual traveller to the "I only come out of the archives to breathe" geeks who are researching the familial ties
between Wahlatits and Y ellow Bull.By the very nature of the task, she has afew errors, and they can put you in harm's
way, such as having you travel 1.8 milesto a crossroads in the vast emptiness of Montana's back country when the
actual distanceis 11.8 miles. But these errors are so few as to be remarkable in their infrequency. Overall, she takes
you mile by mile, dusty crossroad by dusty crossroad, rutted mountain pass by rutted mountain path, and conducts you
on an assiduously researched journey of the trail that the Nez Perce followed from their homeland in the Wallowa and
Snake/Salmon country to their exile in Oklahoma.l could give you endless specifics, but here is the bottom line: you
cannot take thistrip, or any portion of it, without this book. Y ou can forget your Josephy, misplace your Haines and
your Lavender, or trade your Greene and your McWhorter for extra gas money. But you cannot -- CANNOT -- take
this journey without having this book on the seat next to you.Take it from someone who stopped at every pile of
stones, every remnant of rifle pit and breastwork, every old campsite and every battle and staging area; who walked
the high country trails near Lolo and the lowland campgrounds on the flats below Fort Leavenworth: Y ou absolutely
must buy this book if you choose to retrace any of this journey.The Nez Perce Historic Trail Foundation and the
National Park Service should canonize this woman.End of story.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful.
Exploring the Trail of the Nez Perce RetreatBy A CustomerThe story of the Nez Perce bands of Wallowa Oregon is
one of the saddest of the expansion period of the American West. Driven from their homelands by a sneaky treaty they
never signed, several bands of Nez Perce were moving reluctantly onto the new, smaller reservation. But afew angry
young men left camp, on their own, and killed awhite man they knew to be bad to Indians. The U.S. Army responded
and thus began the pursuit of the Nez Perce, across Idaho, to Wyoming, and then Montana, over 1100 miles. Eight
hundred Nez Perce men, women, and children walked and rode hoping to find a new place to settle where the Army
would no longer pursue. But the Army did pursue, and finally caught up with the Nez Perce on a cold October day in
Northern Montana, where after a5 day siege, Chief Joseph finally surrendered to save those that were left, cold, sick,
and tired. This book follows the trail, and recounts the history as told by several authors and particpants including
General Howard, Y ellow Wolf, and some Army Scouts. It is the one book you should read first. Then get out and
drivethetrail that the Nez Perce rode. | bet you can't drive it in one summer, but they rode that distance, moving camp
every day, with the Army shooting at them when ever they didn't move far enough. Chief Joseph wondered when will
the white men ever tell the truth. Why is the Indian not allowed to live under the same laws of freedom as the white
man.

The 1877 flight of the Nez Perce from their homelands while pursued by U.S. soldiers and citizen volunteers is one of
the most compelling and sorrowful eventsin American history. The Nez Perce (Nee-Me-Poo) National Historic Trail
traces the route taken by the 800 Nez Perce men, women, and children from May to October 1877. Drawing on
eyewitness accounts, this unique book chronicles the heartbreaking retreat of Chief Joseph and his people. It offersan
essential guide for anyone who wishesto follow all or part of the Trail. The Nez Perce Trail stretches for 1,500 miles
from Wallowa Lake, Oregon, through Idaho and Y ellowstone Park, ending at the Bear Paw Battlefield, near Chinook,
Montana. This historical guidebook splitsthe Trail into thirteen segments, each with its own historical chronology and
travel plan, with aternative routes for mainstream, adventurous, and intrepid travelers. Each route includes maps, GPS
coordinates, and recommendations for side trips. Period photographs and firsthand accounts from those who first
traveled the trail--the Nez Perce, soldiers, settlers--bring history to life. For more than fifteen years, Following the Nez
Perce Trail has led travelers and historians as they've retraced the flight of the Nez Perce from their homeland in the
Pacific Northwest to their exile in Oklahoma and Canada. This new edition has been updated and expanded by author
Cheryl Wilfong, and includes a new emphasis on the experiences of the Nez Perce women and children. Her detailed
knowledge of the Nez Perce Trail informs every page of this indispensable guide.

.com Winding through Montana, Wyoming, Idaho, and Oregon, the Nez Perce Historical Trail coversalot of ground



and alot of history. Cheryl Wilfong's guide does the same, providing practical nuts bolts information on how, when,
and where to navigate the trail, plus a chronological history of the flight of the Nez Perce. It's a well-balanced
combination of details both pragmatic and poetic. How much ground you choose to cover depends on your time,
stamina, and type of vehicle. There are backroads, jeep trails, private ranch roads, and hiking trails, and there are
highway routes that'll get you close without sending you off among the sagebrush. Even avid Trail buffs, however,
rarely do more than a segment or two at atime, and the guide is structured such that you can pick up any leg of the
journey and know easily where you are, logistically aswell asin terms of "The Story:quot;--a 20-page history of the
Nez Perce Nation from "time beyond memory" to 1885 when the Nez Perce were all consigned to reservations. The
Trail issplit into 13 segments, each with its own chronology, terrain, and travel plan. The fifth leg, for example, isthe
Lolo Trail, from Kamiah, Idaho to Lolo, Montana. Over a century ago it saw the journey of Nez Perce from July 1
through July 16, 1877, including the Battle of Clearwater. Covering 56 miles and with alternative routes for
Mainstream, Adventurous, and Intrepid travelers (Wilfong's classifications for peoplein RVs, cars, and jeeps), the
chapter contains specific history of the trail segment, snippets of first-hand accounts, and detailed directions as to
which gravel road to take to the Mount Idaho Cemetery or the Clearwater Battleground site. Beautifully written and
educational, thisis alovely book for both historians and travelers. --Stephanie Gold "An outstanding travel guide for
those interested in touring the route.”



