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saga of adventure, friendship, and the unlikeliest of family, as one remarkable animal opens the eyes and 
heart of a tough-as-nails newspaperman to the world's beauty and its possibilities. Tom Ryan decided to pay 
tribute to a close friend who died of cancer by attempting to climb all forty-eight of New Hampshires four 

thousand-foot peaks twice in one winter while raising money for charity. Tom was middle-aged, overweight, 
and acrophobic (a fear of high places).It was an adventure of a lifetime, leading Tom and Atticus across 

hundreds of miles and deep into an enchanting but dangerous winter wonderland. At the heart of the 
amazing journey was the extraordinary relationship they shared, one that blurred the line between man and 
dog. Paperback, 304 pages.Published by William Morrow Paperbacks, August 2012. 8 x 5.4 x 0.7 in.. | File 
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Tom Ryan : Following Atticus: Forty-eight High Peaks, One Little Dog, and an Extraordinary Friendship 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Following Atticus: 
Forty-eight High Peaks, One Little Dog, and an Extraordinary Friendship: 

12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Amazing, poignant and unforgettableBy TMI just finished reading 
Following Atticus and can honestly say I have not read a book in quite some time if ever that has left such an 
incredible impression on me. I must confess that I am an animal lover and yes have had the pleasure of owning several 
terrific dogs including a mini schnauzer who recently passed away. This book is about the life of an ordinary man with 
an extraordinary soul. His thorn filled upbringing presents the naked truths about families, tragedy and relationships. I 
applaud Tom for his candor and transparent accountings over and over in the book. Tom's tenacious, nurturing, 
intuitive and organic approach to allowing his treasured companions to discover and become their best self is 
humbling and inspiring. This book is a refreshing must read.7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Great 
book. Being a dog lover and having a ...By James F. Blake, Jr.Great book. Being a dog lover and having a father who 
had his own challenges when I was growing up this book hit home. It also rekindled my desire to hike, which I used to 
do back in my 30's. But life can pull you away from some of the things we like to do, but I am back!Looking forward 
to Tom's next book.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Excellent read, recommend highly!By Susan 
M.Simply put, I loved this book!I expected to enjoy this book but got so much more than I expected. It's written in an 
easy, conversational style so I felt as though I was chatting with a friend and he was telling me stories, really great 
stories.Full of love, laughter, tears, trails, seeking and answers, it's an excellent read from beginning to end.I highly 
recommend this book, it will stay with you long after you've read the last page.

After a close friend died of cancer, middle-aged, overweight, acrophobic newspaperman Tom Ryan decided to pay 
tribute to her in a most unorthodox manner. Ryan and his friend, miniature schnauzer Atticus M. Finch, would attempt 
to climb all forty-eight of New Hampshires four-thousand-foot peaks twice in one winter while raising money for 
charity. It was an adventure of a lifetime, leading them across hundreds of miles and deep into an enchanting but 
dangerous winter wonderland. At the heart of the amazing journey was the extraordinary relationship they shared, one 
that blurred the line between man and dog.Following Atticus is an unforgettable true saga of adventure, friendship, and 
the unlikeliest of family, as one remarkable animal opens the eyes and heart of a tough-as-nails newspaperman to the 
worlds beauty and its possibilities.


