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4th Edition (Exploring Guides): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Really remissBy woganFodor's is really remiss in not updating this 
book. Of course if you are traveling in New England, and you want a recent guide, then that means you need to buy 
several guidebooks instead of just one.This guide, even though it is from 2001 could still be helpful in planning some 
itineraries. Prices of course have gone up, but most of the sights mentioned are still there and the contact numbers and 
information is the same or can easily be obtained on the internet.Included in here are good explanations of the region, 
the people and its history. There are drives and travel facts about Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Connecticut and Rhode Island and the maps are clear. This is still a book that can help you plan a trip to New 
England.11 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Marvelous! Lost our copy to our Fall Colors Tour guide 
ladyBy A CustomerI'm ordering a replacement copy of Fodors Exploring Boston New England (97 version). It did 
such a good good of supplementing our tour guide's very good materials, that she was going to get her own. She was 
nice, so we gave her ours. Wonderful blending of short synoptic items, great selection of points of interest, and 
excellent photographs with additional two-page extended essays on pertinent subjects ranging from early Americana to 
Native American gambling institutions. Very attractive and lively layout, good indexing, and very informative.The 
text is not burdened down with lots of places to stay, eat, or pay for entertainment. But suggestions abound in separate 
compact sections at the back of the book. Good maps. Very convenient size.A great book to point you in the right 
direction, then to bring back the memories.Both my wife and I give it a 10: which means it does an excellent job of 
satisfying both right- and left-brain appetites for information on this marvelously rich region.

"Authoritatively written and superbly presented...Worthy reading before, during, or after a trip." -- Philadelphia 
Inquirer "Absolutely gorgeous. Fun, colorful, and sophisticated." -- Chicago TribuneFodor's Exploring Guides are the 
most up-to-date, full-color guidebooks available. Covering destinations around the world, these guides are loaded with 
photos, essays on culture and history, descriptions of sights, and practical information. Full-color photos make these 
great guides to buy if you're still planning your itinerary (let the photos help you choose!) and they are perfect 
companions to general guidebooks, like Fodor's Gold Guides.What to See Extraordinary coverage of history and 
culture Itineraries, walks and excursions, on and off the beaten path Architecture and artWhere to Stay Quick tips in 
every price rangeWhere to Eat Savvy picks for all budgetsThe Basics Getting there and getting around When to go 
what to pack

From the Inside Flap"Authoritatively written and superbly presented...Worthy reading before, during, or after a 
trip." -- Philadelphia Inquirer "Absolutely gorgeous. Fun, colorful, and sophisticated." -- Chicago TribuneFodor's 
Exploring Guides are the most up-to-date, full-color guidebooks available. Covering destinations around the world, 
these guides are loaded with photos, essays on culture and history, descriptions of sights, and practical information. 
Full-color photos make these great guides to buy if you're still planning your itinerary (let the photos help you 
choose!) and they are perfect companions to general guidebooks, like Fodor's Gold Guides.What to See Extraordinary 
coverage of history and culture Itineraries, walks and excursions, on and off the beaten path Architecture and artWhere 
to Stay Quick tips in every price rangeWhere to Eat Savvy picks for all budgetsThe Basics Getting there and getting 
around When to go what to packExcerpt. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.New England Is ...A Regional 
OverviewThe states of Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, Vermont, and Maine constitute 
New England. Although relatively small in area, this is the cultural and historic cradle of the nation. There are qualities 
that characterize the region as a whole, but there are also subtle differences within it.The ElementsThe clich?s have 
their own element of truth: against a blue sky, the wooden steeple of a church stands high over a village green fringed 
with neat, white clapboard houses. Back roads wind over covered bridges and through seemingly endless forests that 
in the fall burst into brilliant hues of russet, gold, and crimson. Bright orange pumpkins lie stacked in mounds by wood 
barns and on farm stands. Lighthouses look out over the ocean from shores of rock and sand. Fishing boats unload the 
daily catch, and lobster and clam chowder appear on virtually every menu.New England is a region of firsts, in 
industrialization and historical events. It has been the seedbed of intellectual and political thought for three centuries. 
It has magnificent art collections in museums, colleges, and universities. New England has produced -- and continues 
to produce -- many great names in music, art, and literature. New England has a small-scale quality that is an integral 
part of its charm, and has been described as "America with the volume turned down." Many of the region's inhabitants 
greatly value their lifestyle and are fiercely proud of their history and roots. The Yankee mentality -- formed by a keen 
work ethic, frugality, shrewdness, and a serious, conservative outlook -- is deeply ingrained.Early DaysThe great ice 
masses that once covered this land have left their mark. Glaciers sculpted the mountains and valleys, and created a 
deeply indented coastline. The landscape was scoured, and the bedrock and bolder-strewn earth proved infertile for the 
first farmers. On this soil the first European settlers established themselves, primarily along the coast and the rivers. 
The Pilgrim Fathers arrived from England aboard the Mayflower in 1620. More than a century later, in 1775, the first 
shots of the American Revolution at Lexington and Concord signaled the end of British colonial rule.As settlers 



moved westward over the continent, New England's farmlands were gradually abandoned, and the trees, once cleared 
by the farmers, reestablished themselves. Today, some 80 percent of New England is forested, and much of Vermont, 
New Hampshire, and inland Maine is also hilly or mountainous and sparsely settled.Visiting the RegionBoston is by 
far the largest city, and one that every visitor to the region should see. The Freedom Trail wends an intricate route past 
the city's historic sites. This is a city of superb museums, excitingly contrasting neighborhoods, and striking 
architecture. Visitors without a car can find plenty of rewarding excursions by public transportation.New England's 
thick tree cover can mean that sweeping panoramic views are hard to come by, at least from a car. For the most 
spectacular views, however, you can take high-level walks in the White Mountains or Acadia National Park, or 
explore the coast by boat. Outdoor pursuits in the hills and mountains of northern New England are well developed 
and include winter sports, water sports, hiking, and fishing. The region's southern states -- Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, and Connecticut -- are more densely populated and have more historic sights.The long and complex seaboard 
has a lasting appeal, with the sandy beaches of Cape Cod, the islands, and southern Maine among the most popular. 
There are many opportunities for cruises and sailing, and a number of museums commemorate New England's 
maritime heritage, including the vanished whaling industry. Today, whale-watching cruises are big business, and no 
visitor should miss the chance to join an exhilarating tour to the feeding grounds of the humpback whales.New 
England's charms change with the seasons. Spring brings freshness and greenery. In summer, delicious Atlantic 
breezes make the coast a pleasant retreat from the heat, while fall's foliage is deservedly famous. Winters are harsh but 
bring photogenic snowfalls and a Christmas-card look as sports enthusiasts put on their skis. 


