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Joan Maloof : Among the Ancients: Adventures in the Eastern Old-Growth Forests  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Among the Ancients: Adventures in the Eastern Old-
Growth Forests: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A beautifully-written and approachable bookBy AMaloof's stories 
and insights into the inner-workings of our old-growth forests create a deep appreciation for our connection to nature 
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and trees. She draws attention to this vital part of our habitat which is sadly exploited and under-valued in the modern 
day. Plus she gives practical information on where you can visit the few old-growth forests left on the East Coast. If 
you havent visited one yet, pick up this book and follow her maps it is a rare and beautiful experience.13 of 14 people 
found the following review helpful. Among The AncientsBy Dan AndoverA lyrically written ode to old-growth forests 
in the eastern US, it delivers on its promise of extolling love and reverence for vanished and surviving examples of 
ancient American trees. But the book falls short on specifics about the trees themselves--a disappointment for those 
who love tree species and images (verbal and visual) of climax examples of much-loved American trees. The author's 
ethical stand on preserving vanishing wilderness has been stated by so many before that the urgency is served a bit 
cold. As a nature travelogue in territory familiar to millions, it manages to show some surprises that are hiding in plain 
sight, and is a worthwhile read.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. For the modern world: Among the 
Ancients...By J. HoffmanTerrific book. You get the sense of loss from Maloof for what has already seen the chainsaw, 
but also wonder at the giants that remain in scattered locations East of the Mississippi. She also includes wonderful 
ecological inserts of flora and fauna that were found on her travels. Makes me want to talk trees with Maloof!

Finalist for the Eric Hoffer Award A natural history primer packed with travel ideas, this tour of 26 old-growth 
forestsone in each state east of the Mississippi River and all open to the publicaims to dispel the misconception that 
these forests are located only on the west coast. With intelligence and lyricism, the book highlights the adventure in 
getting to each forest and what visitors will find when they arrive. From giant hemlock groves in Pennsylvania to a 
lonely stand of pines in Wisconsin, each journey provides face-to-face experiences with forests containing majestic 
trees and a rich diversity of life. As an impassioned plea to preserve and support the few untouched stretches of forest 
that remain, the discussion touches upon the perseverance of these locations despite modern development, as well as 
the vital link between old-growth forests and humanitys own survival.

This is a guide that could change your life, or at least the way you see America. Joan Maloof takes you on ecological, 
spiritual, and aesthetic tramps through the very best that remains of the eastern forest. Tom Horton, author, An Island 
Out of Time and Turning the Tide: Saving the Chesapeake Bay 


