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4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Americans Views of ParisBy HuntleyMCAmericans in Paris is a 
really interesting book To be completely honest I would not purchase this book on my own it was assigned as part of a 
college course I am taking and I am glad it was assigned. It is a collection of Americans impressions of Paris. The 
aspect I like is that most of the essays are fairly short and easy reads. I would recommend this book for the American 
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that longs to be in Paris either for the first time or the 100th time.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Five StarsBy Brian dresselWonderful anthology1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. If all you know is 
Hemingway, this is the book for you.By owenWonderful stories of more or less famous Americans and their 
experiences in Paris by a great writer who knows France and Paris very well.

From the earliest years of the American republic, Paris has provoked an extraordinary American literary response. An 
almost inevitable destination for writers and thinkers, Paris has been many things to many Americans: a tradition-
bound bastion of the old world of Europe; a hotbed of revolutionary ideologies in politics and art; and a space in which 
to cultivate an openness to life and love thought impossible at home. Including stories, letters, memoirs, and reporting, 
Americans in Paris distills three centuries of vigorous, glittering, and powerfully emotional writing about the place that 
Henry James called the most brilliant city in the world. American writers came to Paris as statesmen, soldiers, 
students, tourists, and sometimes they stayed as expatriates. This anthology ranges from the crucial early impressions 
of Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin to the latter-day reflections of writers as varied as James Baldwin, Isadora 
Duncan, and Jack Kerouac. Along the way we encounter the energetic travelers of the nineteenth centuryEmerson, 
Mark Twain, Henry Jamesand the pilgrims of the twentieth: Gertrude Stein, F. Scott Fitzgerald, E. E. Cummings, Cole 
Porter, Henry Miller. Come along as Thomas Paine takes a direct and dangerous part in the French Revolution; Harriet 
Beecher Stowe tours the Louvre; Theodore Dreiser samples the sensual enticements of Parisian nightlife; Edith 
Wharton movingly describes Paris in the early days of World War I; John Dos Passos charts the gathering political 
storms of the 1930s; Paul Zweig recalls the intertwined pleasures of language and sex; and A. J. Liebling savors the 
memory of his culinary education in delicious detail. Americans in Paris is a diverse and constantly engaging mosaic, 
full of revealing cultural gulfs and misunderstandings, personal and literary experimentation, and profound moments 
of self-discovery.

About the AuthorAdam Gopnikis a staff writer at The New Yorker and author of the best-sellingParis to the Moon.He 
lived in Paris with his family from 1995 to 2000, where he wrote the magazines Paris Journal, which led the French 
newspaperLe Mondeto call him a witty and Voltairean commentator on French life. His writing has won the National 
Magazine Award for Essays and Criticism and the George Polk Award for Magazine Reporting. 


