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Robert Marshall : Alaska Wilderness: Exploring the Central Brooks Range, Second edition  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Alaska Wilderness: Exploring the Central 
Brooks Range, Second edition: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Classic story for those who think they're toughBy mch577Great 
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story! This is a "must read" if you are going to the Brooks Range or maybe anywhere in the remote parts of Alaska. It 
gives an authentic flavor of the country before modern conveniences. For Marshall, the Brooks Range was a second 
home as much as an adventure destination. Nice old black-and-white photos. I happened to be at the junction of Ernie 
Creek and North Fork Koyukuk, watching a wolf and thinking of Marshall's photo of his friend Ernie who used to live 
there. BTW, this book is Marshall's personal tale, not a guidebook.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
Planning a trip to AK? Don't miss this book!By TristanThis book was recommended to me by the tour company which 
is leading the way for my 4-day backpacking adventure in the Brooks Range this year (Gates of the Arctic National 
Park Preserve).I have to say, this book truly gives you a sense of how wild and remote the area is. Marshall's prose 
makes you feel like you are there (for me, probably trudging along very slowly bringing up the rear!). Now, more than 
ever, I am excited to experience the area.If you are planning any type of adventure in AK, you must read this book. 
The times may have changed, but the scenery and terrain Marshall describes have not.Read it. And, plan on feeling a 
little bit of the wet, bitter cold as he describes it to you in the book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Brooks Range infoBy Layne T. OliverIf you are interested in Alaska especially the Brooks Range, you will want to 
add this book to your library. I found it to be very insightful and interesting.

There are still a few places on the face of the globe which can legitimately be called wilderness; and it was Robert 
Marshall's greatest happiness to experience the solitude of these places where no man had ever set foot. This book 
records his trips by foot, boat, and dogsled into wilderness areas north of the Arctic Circle, exploring, mountain 
climbing, and mapping new territories. Marshall's account, based on letters and journals written in the field, is a vivid 
and personal description of his adventures in remote arctic country. There were a few literate pioneers in interior 
Alaska, men such as Pike, Schwatka, Stefansson, and Schrader. However, most of the explorations of the territory 
were made by nameless Eskimos and sourdoughs whose thoughts and deeds died with them. Robert Marshall was one 
of the fortunate latecomers who found a great reach of arctic wilderness to explore and who left us an exceptional 
chronicle of his travels.During several expeditions in Alaska in the 1930s, Marshall came upon deep canyons and 
primeval valleys, followed streams to their sources, and climbed great mountains of the little-explored Brooks Range. 
His joy was complete when, standing on some peak never before climbed, he beheld the magnificence of a wild, 
rugged, timeless world, filled with countless mountains and valleys previously unmapped, unnamed, and 
unknown.Marshall died at the age of 38; but in his lifetime he had become a leader among those who demand a stop to 
the devastation of forests and insist that they be administered in the public interest, with a planned consideration of 
their various uses, including wilderness preservation.In the continuing struggle over the proper uses of our natural 
heritage, Robert Marshall stands as an inspiration to all those who wish to preserve our remaining precious samples of 
original America. His matchless account of his explorations in the Central Brooks Range is all the more timely and 
necessary for public information now when the North Slope oil boom threatens with destruction the major part of this 
magnificent Alaska wilderness.

"The new edition of Bob Marshall's classic Alaska Wilderness serves as a vivid reminder of the way life existed in the 
Central Brooks Range more than three-quarters of a century ago. Reading this polgnant volume again emphasizes to 
me how crucial it is to keep exploitation out of this extraordinary part of our planet, so that it can serve as a lasting 
beacon for America's wilderness."From the Inside Flap"A book for every man and woman who loves the wilderness. 
One who reads this volume walks with Bob Marshall on treacherous trails, climbs with him to the top of unnamed 
mountains, struggles with him to escape the swift rise of dangerous rivers, faces grizzly bears unarmed, feels the joy of 
being alone in an empty wilderness, and sees through a poet's eyes the great glories of the Alaskan 
mountains."William O. Douglas"For all who love wild places and the feeling of wilderness exploration this book will 
be a treasure."Sigurd F. Olson 


