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Joe Upton : Alaska Blues: A Season of Fishing the Inside Passage  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Alaska Blues: A Season of Fishing the Inside Passage: 

10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. An education on the Inside PassageBy Keith MathisonWhat a 
great account of cruising the Inside Passage from Seattle to Alaska from a fisherman who has been there and done 
that! It is a book I could not put down. You get an education on the cruising challenges, the weather, the fishing 
industry and breathtaking beauty of the Area. Joe Upton's experience from a small boat is nature in your face and will 
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keep you on the edge of your seat. The book is full of great pictures and maps showing Joe's cruising routes during his 
7 month season of fishing. This book gave me an education on what to expect cruising the Inside Passage which I want 
to do someday in a small boat. Anyone who wants to know more about the Inland Waters will love this book. 
Someday a movie will have to be made about this true story. Thank-you Joe for writting this book... it is a classic of 
history.10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. A beautifully detailed and illustrated fisherman's diary.By 
A CustomerJoe Upton has a way with words and pictures that captures the changing, and often savage, beauty of the 
Southeast Coast of Alaska. Follow the daily adventures of the author, his wife and a dog as they ply the Alaskan 
salmon trade in a 32' boat from Seattle to Scagway and back. Beautifully illustrated with the authors own photos and 
maps its a must read for anyone who loves Alaska, the sea, boats or fishing. We had the good fortune of meeting and 
dining with the author in l998,(he now writes travel books), while on a cruise of the inside passage. We quickly 
became a fan of Joe and have devoured all three of his books. I just wish that I had read this book before the cruise. It 
would have made the trip all that more enjoyable.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Preping for 
TravelBy A CustomerWe are preparing to Experience the Inside Passage during the summer of 1999. This will be our 
first trip. We wanted to read a book that would give us an idea of history, and what to expect on this first trip. This 
book is excellent on preparing one for a trip to this magestic country. Not only do you learn about the fishing industry, 
you learn about history, the summer weather, how residents survive in this country, its wildlife and senery. The maps 
in the book and their description of travel through the many inside passages is great and we now have a much better 
idea of what to expect when we arrive.Certainly worth reading if you have an interest in the coast line from Seattle to 
Skageway.Gary Beach

Book by Upton, Joe

Alaska Blues is the moving, true account of that one season of fishing, living on the edge, surviving not only on the 
whims of nature but also the shifting fortunes of the fishing industry itself. -- Palo Alto Daily News, April 1999Upton 
tours us through open channels and narrow fjords, past forested shorelines, tiny villages, abandoned homesteads and 
deserted canneries. We experience the life of the independent fisher including the lonely hours at sea, the satisfaction 
of a good's day catch, and the easy camaraderie of other fishers. Alaska Blues offers up an authentic tale of the 
Southeast Alaska landscape and a fascinating way of life. -- The Midwest Book 


