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John Stuart Clark : After The Gold Rush: A Bicycle Journey Through American History  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised After The Gold Rush: A Bicycle Journey 
Through American History: 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0907123406


1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A fantastic odyssey across and within AmericaBy klockrikeThis is a 
great book that I am surprised has not received more attention. John Stuart Clark not only describes his adventures 
(and misadventures) bicycling across the United States in the foot steps of the 49ers, but he also reveals and comments 
on America today. As a document of contemporary America without too much politics, this is a great commentary on 
the status of the American society and landscape. I loved this book. It is dense, but really worth reading. You can 
really feel his despair in the Utah desert, and his happiness over a cold beer or a day without wind in his face. Just read 
it.

In 1849, several hundred thousand Europeans and Americans trekked across the country for the gold fields of 
California - the Gold Rush being a defining moment in this country's short (European) history. John Clark followed 
the same historic roads and trails, retracing that journey through history. His travels took him through violent ghettos 
and even more violent hurricanes, desert sandstorms and blazing heat - cycling in areas where no sane person would 
choose to cycle. Along the way, Clark meets crazed war veterans, failing farmers, unemployed Mexican migrants, the 
washed up and those left over from the American Dream, which the Gold Rush had done so much to form. His journey 
also takes him through the wildest, the most beautiful and remotest parts of America. Part travelogue, part political 
history, all incredibly well-written.


