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Frederick Law Olmsted : A Journey Through Texas: Or, A Saddle-trip On The Southwestern Frontier  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Journey Through Texas: Or, 
A Saddle-trip On The Southwestern Frontier: 

10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Riveting! Authentic!By James DennyTake a journey through 
Texas in the early years of statehood with famed reporter, biodynamic farmer and future landscape architect, Frederick 
Law Olmsted. Olmsted traveled on horseback across Texas in the mid-1850's as a reporter for the New York Times 
just ten years after Texas attained statehood. Texas was big, wild and untamed.There were three trips taken: east 
Texas; west Texas; and along the Gulf coast. The three journals have been combined into a book, a first-person travel 
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narrative. With Olmsted's keen eye for culture, landscape, crops, farming practices, diet, persona and folkways, your 
reading chair is transformed into a horse named "Mr. Brown." Several times, "Mr Brown" nearly drowns in fording 
Texas rivers. However, most evenings after each day's travel, "Mr. Brown" collapses into deep slumber in a rough 
camp or next to a settler's cabin, utterly spent.Described as one of the best books ever written about the American 
West, "A Journey through Texas" does not disappoint. Olmsted's predictions correctly point to where Texas would 
stand when the Civil War became reality just a few short years later.His observations about the last of the free-roaming 
American Indian tribes, German settlers in the Texas hill country, Mexicans who had settled in Texas long before it 
was occupied and absorbed by Americans, slaves, escaping slaves and free Negroes, the Cajuns from Louisiana who 
settled in east Texas and American settlers from played-out farms in the old South, states like Alabama, Tennessee, 
Mississippi and Kentucky are rich with detail. In the 1850's people knew what GTT stood for: Gone To 
Texas.Observations of Texas character and culture described by Olmsted stand to this day. His narrative is full of 
intrigue, danger, charm and insight.This is a great work that brings history alive in a way that few textbooks could ever 
hope to match. Five stars!2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. One of the great accounts of the American 
FrontierBy Barrett DohertyOlmsted before designing Central Park was commissioned by the soon-to-be NY Times to 
travel across the South and report about slavery. In 1856-57 he spent 6 months with his brother taking a saddle trip 
across the frontier of Texas. With a studied farmers eye he rides throughout the territory noting the farming habits, 
cultures, mores, landscape, weather, food and entertainment of the young State. Olmsted is an excellent writer and 
reports on what he sees with extremely little myth-making or eulogizing. It is an excellent first hand account of the 
American frontier and its attendant collision of cultures, slavery, racism, bigotry, triumphs, treachery, and possibility. 
A notable book for anyone who is interested in the daily reality of the young American frontier.13 of 13 people found 
the following review helpful. A Texas History EssentialBy D. L. SmithThe writer's descriptions of places, things and 
people are so good that it is the closest thing to being there. People, like me, who tend to look at the Peculiar 
Institution through rose colored glasses will have to struggle through his continuious comments on it's all too apparent 
evils, but it is well worth the struggle and the stark lesson. He makes it easy to also see how the feelings, North and 
South, had obviously chrystalized to a point where the Civil War was bound to happen. Texas in the 1850's, with all 
it's raw beauty, was no place for the faint hearted. If you love animals you will want to buy a mule and name it Mr. 
Brown! This is 1850's Texas with the bark stripped off.
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One of the 50 best books of all time on the American West.True West 


