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John D. McDermott : A Guidetothelndian Warsof the West (Bison Book) before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Guide to the Indian Wars of the West (Bison Book):

12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Book to Chart Y our Tour or Get a Brief HistoryBy
Daniel HurleyThis book provides a concise historical perspective of the Indian Wars of the West with the second
section providing sites of interest based on geographical location. Thereisalot of detail on the different tribes, their
geographic locations and differences, their relations with the "whites", lifestyles of Native Americans, lifestyle of the
soldiers, weapons of each and areview of literature, movies and TV shows on the West. Reminds me of alot of


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=080328246X

Robert Utley mixed in with Paul Hutton's Custer Reader.The second part organizes points of historical interest
geographically and by tribal history detailing what you will see (actual structures or replica and scenery) and a mini
biography of the site. This book is a great companion for touring since you can organize what you want to see easily
since the sites are organized by states and region. For example, if | were in Colorado, one of my goals would be to see
Brent's Fort particularly if | was there during the annual rendezvous. How great to not only see Fort Apache if you are
in Arizona but also to be able to detour to Cochise's Stronghold.| just wish the text had pictures of the tour sites or a
portion of them and an index. It's a modest book of 200 pages but a walloping amount of information. It's also a great
reference for further reading.8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Trust Part 1, Use Caution with Part 2By
A CustomerJohn D. McDermott writes well and knows an amazing amount about the wetsern indian wars. The first
part of the book, background material, is hard to top. | learned severa things | didn't know fromit. The second part,
the travel guide, can be helpful because the West if so big that not many people will know about places in every area.
But there are afew mistakes in the second part, things like wrong phone numbers and maps and descriptions that
might put you in the wrong part of a state. This seemsto be from carel essness and not ignorance. The book is certainly
worth buying, but if you are set on going to some fort or battlefield you might want to phone ahead for information
and also have a good map to be on the safe side.13 of 14 people found the following review helpful. Much, Much
More than a Travel GuideBy T. Carter RossJohn McDermott has done a fantastic job with this book. Thefirst half isa
wonderful in-depth look at life on the frontier during the 1800s that goes back and forth with comparisons of the living
conditions, clothing, social beliefs, etc., of Native Americans and the whites who were moving through/into the West.
The second half gives agood overview of sites of historic interest, museums, battlefields and more. The one thing |
found frustrating (and | can't think of a good solution McDermott could have employed) isthat the "guide” section of
the book does include some good history information, too: It seems that these instances were included in the second
half of the book to discuss localized events that might have seemed out of place in the more generalized first half of
the book.

From 1860 to 1890 the United States military engaged in war after war with the indigenous peoples of the West.
Although numerous treaties recognized the rights of individual tribes, the U.S. government often did nothing to stop
settlers from expanding into Indian territory. Some Indians fled, and others attempted to coexist with the newcomers,
but many fought against the loss of homelands and traditional ways of life. Superior numbers, organization, and
technology benefited the United States, yet Indian resistance was often skillful, heroic, and tenacious. Thisinformative
work serves as aguide to the battlefields and fits the episodes into the larger historical drama. John D. McDermott,
who has spent a lifetime researching the events, discusses the equipment, organization, and lifeways of the
combatants. He explains circumstances underlying the encounters and analyzes the significance of events. This
detailed guide also leads students, tourists, and history buffs to monuments, parks, museums, and other sources of
information about the wars.

About the AuthorJohn D. McDermott is aretired historian and administrator for the National Park Service and the
Council on Historic Preservation. He is the author of Dangerous Duty: A Study of Outposts Protecting the Oregon
Trail in the South Pass Area of Wyoming and Forlorn Hope: The Battle of White Bird Canyon and the Beginning of
the Nez Perce War.



